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Reading Data from SPSS
1. in SPSS (to create .sav file)

• use compute, recode, etc. edit data
• save only the variables to be used in LISREL as 

file1.sav (<filename>.sav) and rearrange the order 
of variables if necessary

e.g.
save outfile=“c:\my documents\SEM\file1.sav”/ 

keep=v3,v6,v7,v9 to v13,v20.
2. in LISREL (to create .psf file)

• Click “FILE” -> “Import External Data in Other 
Formats”

• for “File of type:”, select “SPSS for Windows (*.sav)”; 
select “file1.sav” from the appropriate directory

• save as file1.psf (or other file name); should see a 
spreadsheet now 
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3. in LISREL (to use .psf in .ls8 file)
• click “File”, “New” (or “Open an old-file name”)
• Read in the raw data (in .psf) using “RA command” e.g., in the 

p1.ls8 file:
DA NI=9 MA=CM
RA=file1.psf
MO NX=9 NK=3…..
OU
• Note:

• still need the “DA command”
• No need to specify “NO=…“(no. of subjects); all cases from the *.psf

will be used irrespective of the NO specification
• No need to specify variable labels “LA…..”
• Mean, SD, KM and CM are available from the .psf file
• No path is needed if the .psf and .ls8 are in the same directory

• save the file as p1.ls8 (<filename>.ls8)
• Click “run LISREL”
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